
 
  

 

Unlocked: The Who, What, and Why of Giving  
[Parents: Use this resource to teach your kids about what you learned in today’s message.] 

 
Today in Harborside Kids your child learned something different.  Ask your child what they learned 
today and if they can say the memory verse:  
PRESCHOOL – “You are God’s chosen and special people.” – 1 Peter 2:9a (CEV) 
ELEMENTARY – “Great blessings belong to those who know they are spiritually in need. God’s 
kingdom belongs to them.” Matthew 5:3 (ERV)  
 
Now follow this lesson to talk about The Who, What and Why of Giving. 

 
 Have you ever heard the word “ Tithe” before?  

What is a tithe? Where does a tithe come from? 
Discuss as a family.  
 
A “tithe” is something that comes from the Bible. It is 
something that is special and unique to people 
who believe in Jesus. Isn’t that amazing?  
 
You won’t find “tithing” happening in school or at a 
restaurant or anything else. It’s something that is 
unique to God and His people.  
 
A tithe is an offering to God. It’s something that we 
give to God as an act of trust and worship to Him. 
Usually a tithe is talked about with money, but a 
tithe can be anything that is of value to you: your 
time, toys, a gift, etc.  
 
Tithing started with a man named Abraham in the 
Bible. You can read about it in Genesis 14:13-20 or 
Hebrews 7:1-4.  
 
Abraham was a man chosen and called by God. 
Abraham was traveling with his nephew Lot, 
exploring new land for their family when Lot was 
taken captive by people who were not for God. 
Abraham heard the news and with some of his men 
went to rescue Lot! Abraham and his men 
defeated the enemies, rescued Lot and took all the 
treasures and gold they had found in their enemies 
camp. When Abraham came back from his rescue 
mission he willingly and of his own choice offered 
10% of the treasures they had taken as an offering, 
a tithe, to Melchideck who was a High Priest for 
God. Abraham recognized that all he had gotten 
was only because God had given it to him first. He 
gave the first tithe to God! 
 
See when we give a tithe, it’s not really about 
giving money only. Tithing is really an act of 
worship, giving back to God what He first gave us 
and showing God that we trust Him with all we 
have. We trust Him to take care of us. 
 

 

 
 
3 Jars : 10 – 10- 80  
Supplies: 3 clear jars/containers, paper to label 
jars, 100 pennies. 
 
Using the Bible and wisdom, we can learn how 
to be good caretakers of money.  
• Label the Jars: Jesus, Savings, Spending 
• The Bible instructs us to tithe 10%, give 10% to 

God. Using your 100 pennies, count out 10 
and put those in your “Jesus Jar” 

• Count out another 10 pennies and put those 
10 in your “Savings Jar”. This is the jar you will 
save for the future. 

• Put the remaining 80 pennies in your 
“Spending Jar”. This is the money you get to 
choose how to spend now if you want!  

 
We can use our jars to help us know how to 
honor God with the money we’re given. Use 
your jars each time you get more money from 
your chores, job, allowance or birthdays!  
 
We want to be people who remember what 
God has done first, and honor Him with the best 
of what He have.  



 
  

 
Tithing is really about trusting God. Sometimes 
trusting God could feel hard to do. But 
regardless of what we feel,  we’re called to 
give to God first, regardless of our 
circumstances. 
 
It’s like this: do you trust your parents to always 
have food for you to eat? Do you ever worry 
about having food for dinner? Probably not. 
That’s because you trust and know that your 
parents are going to provide for you.  
 
God is a good Father and we get to choose to 
believe He will take care of us too. Read 
Matthew 6: 25-34  
“ This is why I tell you to never be worried 
about your life, for all that you need will be 
provided, such as food, water, clothing – 
everything your body needs. Isn’t there more 
to your life than a meal? Isn’t your body more 
than clothing? Consider the birds – do you 
think they worry about their existence? They 
don’t plant or reap or store up food, yet your 
heavenly Father provides them each with 
food. Aren’t you much more valuable to your 
Father than they?” Matthew 6:25-26 TPT 
 
The answer is “yes!” You are more valuable to 
your heavenly Father than the birds, so “yes!”, 
God will take care of you.  
 
Giving a tithe and trusting God is like a trust 
fall! Even if you can’t quite see Him there, you 
TRUST He will catch you. 
 
DO A TRUST FALL 
Parents – take turns letting your kids do a trust 
fall with you catching them. Remind them that 
their Heavenly Father will always take care of 
them and catch them!  

 
GENEROUS LIKE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
God has called each of us to be a Giving 
People. He has instructed us to be generous 
like He is.  
 
Think of something that is important to you or 
something you have of value. Pray and ask 
God if there is a specific way He would like you 
to honor Him with that gift? Does He want you 
to share it with someone else, give something 
away, help someone in need? 
 
Parents, pray with your kids and come up with 
a way to be generous this week. 
 
GOD IS FOREVER THE SAME 
The Bible tells us this:  
  
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.” – Hebrews 13:8 
 
That means that what God taught us in the Old 
Testament is still true in the New Testament. 
Who God is and what’s important to Him never 
changes. He will be the same God He is today 
as He will be in 20 years! That’s amazing. That 
means we get to spend our lives getting this 
important lesson right in our lives! 
 
FEED THE BIRDS 
Buy some bird seed or use some bread and 
feed the birds!  
Sit outside and feed the birds that God 
created. You are a part of helping God take 
care of His creation, just like He takes care of 
you! 
 

 



  
 

Good Good Father – Family Activity 
 

Sometimes the best way to remember how trustworthy God is, is to remember 
how much He has already done and how He is already taking care of the 

world. Go outside on a family adventure. Go on a walk, pick a park, beach, 
somewhere that is outside in God’s creation. 

 
As you walk around, make sure you encourage your family to take in the 

BIGNESS of who God is. Look at how awesome all creation is and how God 
made it and provides for it every day. 

 
As you enjoy God’s creation do this:  

• Look and point out ways you see God taking care of and providing for 
creation: ex. Squirrels eating food, rain to water the plants, sunshine for 
things to grow and see, etc. 

• After you’ve identified some ways that God is taking care of creation, 
identity some ways God has taken care of you and your family 

• Spend some time thanking God for how He’s already provided and how 
He is going to continue to provide for your family. 

 
God is trustworthy! 



 

God Cares for the Birds, Flowers, and You!
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