
 
  

 

Unlocked: The Family Business  
[Parents: Use this resource to teach your kids about what you learned in today’s message.] 

 
Today in Harborside Kids your child learned something different.  Ask your child what they learned 
today and if they can say the memory verse:  
PRESCHOOL – “You are God’s chosen and special people.” – 1 Peter 2:9a (CEV) 
ELEMENTARY – “Great blessings belong to those who know they are spiritually in need. God’s 
kingdom belongs to them.” Matthew 5:3 (ERV)  
 
Now follow this lesson to talk about The Family Business. 

 
  

Welcome to The Family Business. 
 
What is the family business you might ask? The 
family business is about doing God the Father’s 
will and seeing His Kingdom come to earth like 
it is in Heaven. So why does this matter for you? 
 
It matters because you are a part of God’s 
family! Read Romans 8:14-17 NIRV together: 
 
“Those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. The Spirit you received doesn’t 
make you slaves. Otherwise you would live in 
fear again. Instead, the Holy Spirit you received 
made you God’s adopted child. By the Spirit’s 
power we call God Abba. Abba means Father. 
The Spirit himself joins with our spirits. Together 
they tell us that we are God’s children. As his 
children, we will receive all that he has for us. 
We will share what Christ receives. But we must 
share in his sufferings if we want to share in his 
glory.” – Romans 8:14-17 NIRV 
 
When you accept Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, you become part of God’s family as 
one of His children. We become the family of 
God,  brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers.  
Read Matthew 12:46-50  
 

• What does it mean to be God’s child to 
you? 

• What does it mean to have God as your 
Father? 

• What does a father do? 
• How does a father feel about his kids? 
• How is that the same with us and God 

our Father? 

 

 
WE ARE FAMILY 
Draw a family portrait! Include each person of 
your family in your home. Once you’ve added 
your family. Think about and name some 
people who you know are part of God’s family. 
EX. People you’ve met at church, in your 
Sunday school class, Sunday school teacher, 
pastor Kurt, etc. 
 
Draw them into your family portrait as well 
because this is your God Family! 
 
There is a story Jesus told in the Bible about 
what God the Father is like. It’s a story about a 
father’s love for his two sons who didn’t quite 
understand what it meant to be in the Family 
Business. Let’s read to learn about what it 
means to be in God’s family. 
 
Read Luke 15:11-31 NIRV 
 
Both of the sons had access to the Father in the 
story, but neither of them had their attention 
fixed on the Father. Neither of the sons had 
their eyes fixed on their dad. The sons had their 
eyes and attention fixed on the stuff around 
them instead and it led them astray.  

The Family Business 
 
 



 
The younger son 
• What did the younger son think was most 

important at the beginning? (money) 
• Do you think the younger son had his 

attention on the right things? 
• What was the better thing to keep his 

attention on? (his dad and family) 
• What did the father give to the younger 

son to remind him of his love? (robe, ring, 
shoes) 

The older son 
• What did the older son think he was 

missing? (money and more stuff) 
• What did the father tell his oldest son? 
• Is the same true for us? 

 
Both of the sons misunderstood their roles/jobs. 
The missed that the Father was about the 
family business, which included them. When 
we take our eyes off the Father, we get 
distracted and sometimes miss what is true. We 
have to fight to make sure our eyes and 
attention are always on God. 
 
EYES FIXED ON GOD 
Supplies: 2 toilet paper rolls, paint (optional), 
markers, glue, ribbon (optional) 
 

1. Decorate your toilet paper rolls. You can 
paint them or color them with markers. 
They are your “God-noculars” so 
encourage kids to decorate them with 
things that remind them of God. 

2. Once the rolls are decorated, glue the 
two of them together so they are side-
by-side, just like real binoculars. 

3. Optional – you can cut a long piece of 
ribbon to tie or glue to the inside of the 
binoculars so that they hang like a 
necklace around your child’s neck. 

 
What happens when we put our eyes and 
attention on other things instead of fixed on 
God?  
 
TOY CAR RACE 
Supplies: toy car or toy with wheels, tape 
 

1. Make a start and finish line with tape in a 
living room or place with space to roll a 
toy car 

2. Line up with the toy car at the start line.  
3. Make sure the car is lined up straight 

towards the finish line, then roll it over the 
finish line! It probably went straight over 
the finish line! That’s because it went 
directly where it was facing. Same with us, 
we go where our eyes are focused on. 

4. Now go back to the starting line and line 
up the car. 

5. This time, turn the toy car slightly in the 
wrong direction. 

6. Push the car and see where it goes. 
It probably didn’t make it over the finish line as 
nicely or directly as it did the first time. 
 
When we get distracted or put our attention on 
other things, we get taken off the right track. 
But when we keep our eyes and attention fixed 
on God, we follow in His footsteps a lot easier. 
 
THE FAMILY BUSINESS 
 
We are God’s children. Everything we have is a 
gift given by God the Father to us. And we get 
to be a part of bringing God’s Kingdom to 
earth. So how do we do that? 

1. We learn what God’s purposes are by 
reading the Bible and knowing Him. 

2. We ask. 
 
When we get money or gifts or learn skills, 
before we use them, we get to ask God if there 
is something He would like us do with it first. We 
get to be part of the family business. We know 
that God takes care of us and so we get to 
take care of others! We get to ask: 

“Father, what would you like me to do with 
what you’ve given me?” 



 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Build a shoe box as a family! Operation Christmas Child is coming to 
Harborside starting October 10th. Make a plan to build a shoe box for a 
child in need as a family. You can make one online or grab a box from 

the lobby starting Oct. 10th. 
With each box, a child gets blessed for Christmas and the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ is shared with them. Let’s bless some kids who are in need all 
over the world!  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-
child/ 

 

 

THE FAMILY BUSINESS 
Here are some ways to be a part of God’s Family Business. These are some ways this local Church 

Family is working to see the Father’s kingdom come to earth in Safety Harbor. 
Pick one as a family to participate in! For more options follow this link: 

https://www.harborsidechurch.org/localoutreach/ 

Taste of Grace 
 

Taste of Grace is a ministry where volunteers use meals to offer 
comfort and encouragement. They seek to be vehicles for God’s 
love to those in need by delivering food following a birth, surgery, 
illness, period of grief or other stressful situation. Sign up to provide 

one meal for a person or family in need!  
 

Go to Harborside’s local outreach page to connect with our Taste 
of Grace leader: 

https://www.harborsidechurch.org/localoutreach/ 

Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center 
 

Mattie Williams is a non-profit organization that started in 1994 with a 
mission to help strengthen and nurture children, youth, adults, families, 
and the community by means of education and support. They offer 

many volunteer opportunities and ways to get involved! Mattie Williams is 
located in Safety Harbor. Find more info below: 

 
https://mwnfc.org/volunteer/ 

 
 
 


