
 
  

 

Unlocked: Gratitude 
[Parents: Use this resource to teach your kids about what you learned in today’s message.] 

 
Today in Harborside Kids your child learned something different.  Ask your child what they learned 
today and if they can say the memory verse:  
PRESCHOOL – “You are God’s chosen and special people.” – 1 Peter 2:9a (CEV) 
ELEMENTARY – “Great blessings belong to those who know they are spiritually in need. God’s 
kingdom belongs to them.” Matthew 5:3 (ERV)  
 
Now follow this lesson to talk about Gratitude. 

 
  

What is one thing you love about Jesus?  When 
you sit together at meals this week, take turns 
naming something you love about Jesus.  You 
might begin a list in a journal that your family 
continues to build.  And if you have stories or 
experiences to share to go with the thing you 
named that you love about Jesus, write that 
down, too.   
 
Experiences with Jesus and gratitude are 
powerful reminders of who Jesus is and what 
He did for us.  He saved us from our sins through 
dying on the cross and coming back to life, 
and He also saved us to live life with Him and 
for Him. 
 
In Luke 17:11-19 there is a story of ten men who 
saw Jesus and asked Him to heal them from 
leprosy.  Read it together, then talk about the 
story.  How did Jesus respond to them?  What 
happened to the ten men?  One of the ten did 
something the other nine didn’t do.  Why do 
you think the one turned back to Jesus? 
 
Luke 17:17-19 –  
Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men?  Where 
are the other nine?  Has no one returned to 
give glory to God except this foreigner?”  And 
Jesus said to the man, “Stand up and go.  Your 
faith has healed you.” 
 
The one who tuned back to thank Jesus, giving 
glory to God for what Jesus did, received 
something the other nine didn’t receive.  He 
also received healing spiritually – a heart right 
with God.  The one man was grateful for being 
healed from leprosy, but even more than that 
he was grateful to know Jesus as His Savior. 

 

One of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, came back to Jesus, shouting, 
“Praise God!”  He fell to the ground at 

Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what  
he had done. 

Luke 17:15-16 
 
 



 
  

 
Imagine going to a water park with two of your 
friends.  This water park has water slides, splash 
areas, a lazy river with tubes to float in and a 
wave pool.  You find a comfy chair, put your 
towel down, take off your flip-flops then sit 
down and watch while your friends have a 
blast!  Your friends go down all of the water 
slides, float in the lazy river, have a splash 
battle with each other, and jump the waves in 
the wave pool.   
 
How do you think your two friends would talk 
about their time at the water park?  They 
would talk over each other with excitement in 
remembering their favorite water slide, how 
many times they went around the lazy river, 
who they thought won the splash war, and 
riding the waves in the wave pool. 
 
Did you go to the water park?  Yes, you were 
there.  Did you enjoy all of the water slides, 
splash areas, the lazy river, and the wave 
pool?  No, you didn’t do those things because 
you sat in a chair and watched.  You and your 
friends were both at the same water park but 
you had very different experiences.   
 
God invites you to not just be in His kingdom as 
His child, but to experience living in the 
kingdom through having a close relationship 
with Him, doing what His word tells you to do, 
choosing to have an attitude of gratefulness, 
spending time with Him praying and listening 
to how He speaks to you, singing songs of 
praise to Him, and worshipping Him.  
 
Just like the one man went away healed and 
whole, you can encounter everything God has 
for you by being “all in” with Him. 
 
 
 

 
What does it mean to be “all in” with God?  
Talk about it as a family.  Who is someone you 
know that is “all in” with God?  Why do you 
think so? 
 
In the Bible, Paul is someone who chose to be 
“all in” with Jesus, but He didn’t start out that 
way!  You can read his story of meeting Jesus in 
Acts 9:1-19.  What happens after that is 
amazing!  Paul wrote 13 books of the Bible as 
he taught and encouraged people who 
believed in Jesus to be “all in” with Jesus.   
 
Through his life Paul worshipped God and sang 
songs of praise to God even when he was in jail 
for telling people about Jesus.  Paul prayed 
continually, obeyed what God showed him to 
do, and learned to be thankful: 
 
 “Always be full of joy. 
 Never stop praying. 
 Whatever happens, always be thankful. 
 This is how God wants you to live in  
 Christ Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ERV) 
 
 
 
 Operation Christmas Child 

 
Build a shoe box as a family! Operation Christmas 

Child is coming to Harborside starting October 10th. 
Make a plan to build a shoe box for a child in need 
as a family. You can make one online early or grab 

a box from the lobby starting Oct. 10th. 
With each box, a child gets blessed for Christmas 

and shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child/ 

 



 
 

ON A ROLL with GRATITUDE! 
 

Here’s a game you can play for some family time around the table or another time your 
family gathers together.  You will need two dice to play.  Take turns rolling the dice then 

do the action listed for the number you rolled when you add the dice together. 

 

If you roll a…. 
 

2    Name one thing you are thankful for about the person on your right. 
 
3    Name one thing you are thankful for about the person on your left. 
 
4    What happened this week that was hard for you?  What is one thing 
    in it you can be thankful for? 
 
5    Share one thing you love about God.  Say it in a declaration to God, 
    “God, I love that you ___________.” 
 
6    Name a friend you are thankful for and one thing about them that   
    you appreciate. 
 
7    What is something surprising that happened this week?  What are you 
    thankful for about that? 
 
8    How did God help you this week?  Thank him for helping you. 
 
9    Name a neighbor who lives near you.  What is something you can do 
    to encourage them and let them know you are thankful for them? 
 
10    Name someone in your church family you are thankful for and why? 
 
11    Name something God created that you are thankful for. 
 
12    What is something you need God’s help with?  Thank Him now for the 
    answers and help He will provide. 


