
 
  

Unlocked: 
Stewardship   

 
Have you ever heard of the word 
“stewardship” before?  
Merriam-webster defines “stewardship” as this: 
the careful and responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care. 
 
Stewardship is really about our ability to take 
care of something well.  
 
Do you have things in your life that you are 
responsible for taking care of?  
Take some time to think about it and have 
each person share some things you are 
responsible for stewarding. Here are some 
examples of things: Homework, sports practice, 
a plant, a pet, a job, a family, an allowance, 
your time, keeping track of your toys, cleaning 
your room, putting your dishes away, etc.  
 
We all have things that we are asked to be 
responsible for! And that is exciting because 
that means that we are trusted by the one who 
gave them to us, whether that’s our parents, 
teachers, coaches or even God!  
 
The Bible talks a lot about stewardship. Let’s 
read Matthew 25: 14-30 
 
• What was each person given to take care 

of by the Master? ( talents – which is a form 
of money in the Bible times)  

• How did the person with five talents 
steward his money? ( he made five more) 

• How did the person with one talent steward 
his money? ( he hid it) 

• Do you think the person with one talent 
acted responsibly with what the master 
gave him? (no, the master was not pleased 
that he hid his money in the ground)  

• What are some ways the man with one 
talents could have acted more responsible 
with his talent?  

 

“ To one he gave five talents of money, to 
another two talents, and to another one 

talent, each according to his ability.”   
Matthew 25:15a 

 
Good stewardship ultimately leads to GROWTH 
and MULTIPLICATION! 
 
When things are healthy, they begin to grow. 
When we learn how to be responsible for what 
people and God have entrusted to us, we can 
expect that as their trust grows in us, the 
amount they trust us with grows as well!  
 
IMAGINE THIS 
You are given a plant to take care of by a 
friend. They give you instructions for how to take 
care of it, when to water it, how much sunlight 
it needs.  
Let’s say they dropped it off and you forgot 
about the plant for two weeks. Because you 
did nothing to it, the plant will most likely be in 
bad shape, maybe its petals or leaves are 
withering or falling off. That’s because you 
didn’t take good care of what was given to 
you. 
 
But let’s say when you got it you put it in the 
perfect spot of sunlight and each day you 
checked on it to water the plant. By the time 
your friend came back to get it, not only would 
the plant be healthy but I bet you it would even 
have grown some new leaves while you had it!! 
 
That’s good stewardship. Taking care of what 
has been entrusted to you. 



 
  

 
There’s a woman in the Bible who shows us 
what good stewardship and preparation looks 
like: Read 2 Kings 4:1-7 together. 
 
This story is about a widow who was in need of 
food. God’s prophet gave her clear instructions 
on how to best take care of what she had so 
she could receive more. 
 
Her instructions were to collect as many jars as 
she could from her house, her neighbors, and 
people in town. The woman and her son 
collected as many jars as they could find.  
 
The prophet filled up all the jars with oil until the 
last jar was filled! The woman was left with 
many, many jars of oil that would feed her and 
her son for a long time. But what would have 
happened if the women would have only got 
the ones from her house? ( she may not have 
had enough food to keep her alive) 
 
With stewardship, it’s often about our choices 
to be responsible, prepare and take care of 
what we’ve been given.  
 
What if the same is true for us with our money 
and resources as the woman with the jars of 
oil? That if we prepare and give Him empty 
vessels to fill, we show Him we are responsible 
to take care of His resources, He will entrust us 
with what we have prepared for. 
 
“And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him.” – Hebrews 11:6 

 
Being a good steward comes with the choices 
we make. Think about that list of things at the 
beginning you said you are responsible for. 
Talk about for each of those things the two 
choices you have for each, to be a good 
steward or an unwise steward and some things 
you can do to become a better steward. 
Example:  
• Allowance: You can either spend it or save 

it. What can you do to be better at 
saving? 

• Homework: You can study or wing it. What 
are some ways you can better prepare 
yourself for school?  

• Sports: You can practice hard or do the 
least amount of work. Can you plan time 
during your week to practice at home?  

• Pets: Maybe you’ve been wanting a pet, 
what are some ways you can prepare to 
be a good pet owner or some ways you 
can show your parents you would be a 
responsible caretaker of a pet?  

 
Think through the list of things you are 
responsible for and come up with a game 
plan of practical things you can do to be a 
better steward and grow what you’ve been 
given.  
 
As with everything, bringing God into the 
conversation is always a great way to come 
up with a better plan. Invite God into the 
conversation and ask Him these three 
questions: 

1. What have you given me Lord? (what 
have you been given to steward?) 

2. God what do you want me to do with it? 
3. Am I doing it?  



 Heavenly Piggy Bank 
Parents, this is our third week of our Heavenly Piggy Bank. As your child’s bank grows, 

take some time this week to sit with your child and equip them to be a good steward of 
what they have been given. Invite them into conversation to talk about how they can 

steward this money through prayer, tithing and making wise spending/saving decisions.  
One good money habit to consider teaching is  

10% for tithing – 10% for saving – 80% for spending  
 

Encourage your child to pick some “Heavenly Treasure” and practices to do this week. 
Each time they sow a Heavenly seed like reading their Bible, praying for a friend, 

practice memorizing a Bible verse, give them some money to go into their Heavenly 
Piggy Bank. Help them to see the great treasure they are storing up on already!  

Dreaming With God  
Sometimes it’s easier to be a better steward when we know the “why” behind what we 

are doing. God gives us many ‘why’s and we get to have our own. 
Dream with God about some things that you would love to be a steward of, responsible 

for, different things you would love to have or see happen in your life.  
 

Maybe your family has a family mission that you want to be a part of or something you 
want to see done on the earth that your family could have a hand in. Maybe one day 

you would like to be able to go to college, buy a car, give a car away, travel, help your 
local community, go to Disney, support a missionary, start your own business. All of those 
things are good dreams that will require good stewardship of what you’ve been given 

now.  
As a family, come up with a family dream and one personal dream for each person. 
Then come up with a good stewardship plan of how you can prepare now for those 

dreams to happen, just like the widow with her jars for oil! 
  


