Unlocked:
Rich Towards God
Did you know that the Bible has 2,352 verses
about money? That tells us that God has a lot
to say and a lot to teach us about what He
thinks about money, how to use it well, and
instruction about how to avoid using it wrongly.

“ This is how it will be with anyone
who stores up things for himself
but is not rich toward god.”
Luke 12:13-21

The Bible talks about two different types of
riches we can have: earthly riches and
heavenly riches!
There is a story in the Bible called the Parable of
the Rich Fool where Jesus begins to explain to
us the difference between both. We each get
to decided which kind of riches we are going
to store up in this world.
We all want to be successful in life, to do good,
get the best grades, be the best player on the
team, get the most recognition. The world may
say those are the kinds of riches we want to
have. But God has things that He considers
“most important” and the “best” kind of riches
we can store up on. Let’s read to find out what
Jesus tells us makes us rich towards God.
Read this parable together: Luke 12: 13 – 21
Discuss these questions together:
• What is this parable about?
• What do you think Jesus is trying to
explain? Is He talking about stuff or about
what we should consider is most
important?
• Imagine that you are the farmer in this
story, what are some things that you may
have done good? ( take care of the
crops you had, your crops grow a lot,
wanted to build bigger barns)
• What is the warning/instruction Jesus
gives in verse 15? (to be on guard
against greed, the love of stuff)
• Read verse 21 again. What is Jesus
saying was most important?

The things we have like clothes, toys, trophies,
friends, houses or families, are good things. God
loves to give us gifts and He makes a way for us
to have all those things to enjoy. They are
blessings in our lives. But the MOST important
thing we can ever have is friendship with Jesus.
Nothing else is as important as our relationship
with Jesus. Growing deeper in friendship with
God is the MOST valuable treasure we have!
Something that the farmer missed in the story is
that the good crops he got was always a gift
from God. It was something that God provided
for Him out of His love and kindness.
TRY THIS – Thankful Competition
Give everyone a piece of paper and
something to write with. Set a timer for two
minutes and have a friendly family competition
to see who can come up with the most things
to thank God for.
Set the timer and let your heart fill with
thankfulness. Think of all the good gifts God has
given and provided for you.
At the end of the two minutes, let everyone
share what they wrote on their list.
Take this time to remember and reflect on all
the things the Lord has already done.
Being thankful is one way we get to be rich
towards God. We give Him honor where its due
and remember how He has already loved us.

Being rich towards God means recognizing
what is most important. Jesus sums it up
perfectly in these verses:
Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the
Prophets hand on these two commandments.”
- Matthew 22:37 – 40
What’s most important is how we love God and
love people. Everything else, although good,
are always second.
Something we can also learn from the parable
of the Farmer is that the gifts that God gives us
are not for ourselves only. We have an
opportunity to use the gifts God has given us to
help other people!
What kinds of gifts has God given you?
Take time to think about it together and discuss.
Maybe it’s a talent or skill like music, art, serving.
Or maybe from God or through another person
you have been given something special, like a
favorite toy, book, shirt, science set, note.
We each have been given many good gifts.
Maybe as a family you have been blessed by
God or another person.
As a family challenge, see if you can come up
with a way to bless another person or family in
a special way. Come up with a practical,
tangible way to share what God’s given you.
Let’s be generous like our heavenly Father!

Let’s think about this another way.
Imagine you have two piggy banks.
One piggy bank is a place you store up
earthly treasures like clothes, toys, prizes, good
grades, sports.
The other piggy bank is where you store up
heavenly treasures like time with God, reading
God’s word, serving people with your gifts,
telling others about Jesus, worshipping God.
You have your whole life to fill up your piggy
banks with treasures, but only one of them do
you get to keep forever. Which one do you
think it is? (Your heavenly piggy bank)
Your earthly treasures are good and God gives
them to us for good purposes. To bring joy to
our lives, fun, to get to experience rewards
and hard work. But it is the Heavenly treasures
that are most important and that last for all
eternity.
So what Heavenly treasures do you want to
store up on more?
Each person pick one to practice and put into
your spiritual piggy bank this week or come up
with your own:
- Spend time with Jesus first thing in the
morning either in silence or worshipping
- Share the Gospel with someone this
week
- Read the Bible
- Memorize a verse
- Pray for a friend
- Take 5 minutes to acknowledge what
God has given you/is doing and give
thanks.

Heavenly Piggy Bank
Parents, let’s help our kids begin good habits now! Help your child make
their own Heavenly Piggy Bank or let them make their own. You can google
some at-home ideas that use mason jars, plastic bottles from around the
house, or you can even go out and buy a special piggy bank for your child.
The idea is that we want to invest into eternity and help enforce in our kids
there is great reward when we sow into our relationship with Jesus.
Encourage your child to pick some “Heavenly Treasure” and practices to do
this week. Each time they sow a Heavenly seed like reading their Bible,
praying for a friend, practice memorizing a Bible verse, give them some
money to go into their Heavenly Piggy Bank. Help them to see the great
treasure they are storing up on already!

