A New Command
What makes someone a good friend or a best
friend? Think about someone who is one of
your best friends. What makes them a best
friend? Make a list of those things or draw a
picture about your best friend. As a family,
share your lists or drawings with each other
and talk about what you came up with.
Last week we learned about God’s plan in
creating man and woman in His image and
creating a special form of relationship for
them called marriage. Many men and
women who are married called their husband
or wife their “best friend.”
Being a best friend doesn’t mean you
ALWAYS get along. Not even people who are
married always get along. You’re going to
disagree sometimes. So, what do best friends
do when they disagree that makes them stay
best friends?
Part of God’s design for marriage was for a
man and woman to experience that close,
loving relationship that God has for us. God’s
love for us is perfect – and because we are
human our love can’t be perfect. But
because of Jesus and what He taught us
about God’s love, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living in us we can begin to love others
with God’s love. We keep asking the Holy
Spirit to help us love others the way God loves
them.

So I give you a
new commandment:
Love each other just as much
as I have loved you.
John 13:34

Jesus talked a lot about getting along with
others and how to treat other people. He
called his disciples, “friends,” (John 15:14-15)
And he taught us what it looks like to love
others the way God wants us to.
Read John 13:1-17. Jesus did something with
his friends that they didn’t expect. They didn’t
think a friend they looked up to would act
that way. They respected Jesus so much –
how could he do the job of a servant?
What did Jesus do that showed His deep love
for them? He washed their feet! In washing
their feet, Jesus wasn’t thinking about himself
and what was best for him; He was thinking
about his friends and how to love them with
the love of God.
After Jesus washed their feet, He told them, “I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet. So you also should wash one another’s
feet. I have given you an example. You
should do as I have done for you.” (John
13:14-15)

We talked about why someone is a best
friend. Now think about the things you like to
do with your friend. How much time do you
spend together? How often do you talk to
them? Do you do what you want to do or
what they want to do, or both? Do you only
have fun together or do you sometimes work
together (school work, chores, helping a friend
or neighbor, etc.)
Jesus did a lot of different things with his
friends. They prayed together, ate meals,
went places, helped others, talked and
listened to each other, were sad sometimes
and happy other times. Why did Jesus do all
of these things with his friends?
But here is how God has
shown his love for us.
While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8
Jesus knew how much God loves us, so He
took the punishment that we deserve
because he was the only one who could. He
didn’t wait till we did all of the right things. He
loved us and died for us so we could know this
kind of love from God.
So, we can be kind to others even when they
aren’t kind to us….
We can forgive others even if they don’t say
they’re sorry…
We can do what our friend wants to do even
if it isn’t our favorite thing…
We can help others even when we want to
do something else…
We can sit with our friend when they are
having a hard time…
…because we love others just as much
as Jesus loves us.

No one has
greater love than
the one who gives
his life for
his friends.
John 15:13

Speaking Love
On the next page is a Love Languages
Mystery Game. It is designed for parents to
help learn what their child’s love language is.
Parents, if you would like to do a quiz, here is a
link you can use:
www.5lovelanguages.com/profile/couples
Once you have done the Love Languages
Mystery Game on the next page, talk together
about everyone’s love language. Have each
person share some ideas about how they
“feel” love in their love language.
Make a list of each person in your family and
beside their name, write down their love
language. Put the list in a place that
everyone will see it so you can think about
how to best speak or show love to each
person in your family.
Next, write each person’s name on a separate
piece of paper and place the papers in a jar.
Take turns choosing someone’s name but
keep it a secret! During the next week, plan to
show love to the person whose name you
drew using their love language. Then next
week, put the names back in the jar and draw
a new name!

37. It’s hard for me to say no when people ask for my help_______
38. I am very independent _______
39. I love helping people know how to solve their problems _______
40. I am good at making money _______
41. I am confident and enthusiastic _______
42. I find it hard to stand up and defend myself _______
43. I want to be obedient and feel guilty when I’m disobedient _______
44. I like doing really nice projects for people _______
45. I think I know more than many of my friends _______
46. I get along well with my parents, neighbors, and friends _______
47. I quickly help when I see a need _______
48. I love leading and organizing when I’m in a group _______
49. I prefer playing in non competitive sports _______
To determine which gift(s) your child might have, add up the following numbers under
each gift below and calculate your child’s results. The gift(s) with the largest number
may indicate your child’s particular spiritual gift.

