Listen Like Jesus
Have you ever tried to talk to someone
and didn’t feel like they were listening?
How did that make you feel?
What about when you have a friend or
family member who you KNOW will
always have the time to talk and listen?
How does it feel to know you have
someone who will always listen?
Being able to listen to God and listen to
the people around us is so important!
Listening well is what helps us do what
Jesus commanded us:
“ You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39
There’s a story in the Bible where we
see how much Jesus loves to listen to
His people. There was a blind man
named Bartimaeus, who cried out to
Jesus for help, and Jesus heard him &
answered.
Read together Mark 10:46-50

Activity: Bring the story to life
Have the family read and act out the
story of Jesus and the blind man in Mark
10:46-52.
You can have 2 or more people to act
out the story. Jesus and the blind man
are the main characters:
Person 1- Jesus
Person 2- Blind man
Person 3- People on the sidelines
Person 4- Narrator
Questions to ask:
1. What did Jesus do when blind man
cried out to him?
2. What did the blind man do in
response to Jesus?
3. What question did Jesus ask the
blind man?
4. What happened to the blind man?
Was he healed and if so, why?

In the story, Jesus demonstrated how to be a
good listener. Jesus was always listening for the
sound of Father God’s voice and listening to
the people around Him. We can learn a lot
from following Jesus’ examples.
When you think about Jesus, what are some
ways He showed us how to listen better, both to
God and to people?
What are some ways you think you can
become a better listener? Discuss together.
In this story, Jesus teaches us some good tips to
help us become better listeners:
1. Jesus asked a question as a conversation
starter.
‘“What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus
asked him.” - Mark 10:51a
Jesus took the time to pause and talk to the
man. He cared enough to go deeper and ask
Bartimaeus a question.
• What are some good conversation starters
you can ask others?
• Take time to think of some then, have some
family discussion time with your questions!
2. Jesus acknowledged people’s feelings and
thoughts.
Jesus showed He was listening by sometimes
asking another question to show He
understood.

3. Jesus learned by listening to God.
“Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly I tell
you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he
can do only what he sees his Father doing,
because whatever the Father does the Son
also does.’” - John 5:19
Jesus was constantly practicing listening to
voice of God. He was listening for the
whispers of the Holy Spirit to help Him every
day.
Have you ever felt God whisper something to
you? Maybe a feeling of peace, a still small
voice, a Bible verse that popped into your
head, a picture image in your head?
What happened when you listened?
We get to practice listening to God just like
Jesus did. When we practice listening to God
by reading His Word or waiting for His voice
in our prayer time, it become easier to listen
to people as well.
Questions to Ask:
1. Who can you listen to?
2. What do you want to tell or ask God?
3. Why won’t we cry out to Jesus?
4. What do you really want?
Activity: “Simon Says”
Instructions:
All players must listen and act out the
commands of “Simon Says”
Application:
Ask family if they will listen when Jesus,
parents, friends, etc. speak to them.

Talking With Jesus
Have you ever had a friend that is always there to listen? Jesus is the ultimate friend who
is always there for you and listens when you need help. Jesus wants to walk besides you
and help you in every decision! He loves when you ask questions, so don’t be afraid to
ask Him!
Activity: Prayer Time
Play some instrumental worship music (Secret Place album or any other focus music).
Have a short time to quiet your hearts and think about the story.
When the family seems ready, go around the room and answer the two discussion
questions.
•
•

Give an example of a friend who always listens to you. Why do you like talking to
them? Is it because they are a good listener?
Do you have any questions you want to ask God? Make a list of questions as a
family that you all want to ask God and try praying together.

