
 
  Baptism   

 

What teams do you belong to?  Do you play 
sports or do gymnastics, martial arts, dance, 
or cheer?  What about local sports teams?  
Are you a Bucs fan, a Lightning fan, or a Rays 
fan?  Gather some of the team “gear” you 
have around your house – t-shirts, hats, cups 
or mugs, towels, etc.  Talk about what it is like 
to be a part of a team.  What is it like to 
watch or cheer on your favorite team? 
 
Did you know God has a team? There are 
some rules about joining, but the best part is 
that everyone can choose to join!  You don’t 
have to be a certain age or height; you don’t 
have to pass a written test or an ability test.   
 
God created us because He loves us and 
wants us to be on His team.  He wants to have 
a friendship with us where we talk to Him, 
listen to Him, follow what He wants us to do, 
and receive all of the benefits and rewards 
from being on his team! 
 
In the Bible in Acts 2:22-38, Jesus’ disciple, 
Peter, talked to a group of people who didn’t 
know about Jesus being God’s Son.  Peter 
wanted them to know who Jesus was so they 
could choose to be on God’s team by 
believing in Jesus and receiving forgiveness 
for their sins.  Peter told them that Jesus was 
now in heaven after dying on the cross for 
them and after God raised him from the 
dead!  And because Jesus is in heaven with 
God, He will send the Holy Spirit, God’s power, 
to everyone who accepts Jesus as their 
Savior.  What did Peter tell the people about 
how they could identify with Jesus and be on 
God’s team?  Acts 2:38 says,  
 
“Peter replied, ‘All of you must turn away from 
your sins and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  Then your sins will be forgiven.  
You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

 

Peter replied, “All 
of you must turn 

away from your sins 
and be baptized in 
the name of Jesus 
Christ.  They your 

sins will be forgiven.  
You will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 2:38 

 
Talk about what it is like to be on your family’s 
team.  What is important to you as a family?  
What are some of your favorite things to do?   
 
Have some fun designing a family symbol or 
shield.  Choose the colors each person likes 
best, include some of the values most 
important to your family, and some of your 
favorite activities.   
 
Another idea is to design a family t-shirt for the 
summer.  Local craft stores have solid color t-
shirts, fabric markers, tie-dye paints, etc. that 
you can use to create your family  
t-shirt.  Wear it when you go on family outings 
this summer as a reminder of the importance 
of family and being a part of God’s family. 
 
 

 

Do you know what happened                                     
after Peter shared his message 
in Acts 2? 

 
Read verse 41 to find out!! 

 



 
  

 
What is baptism?  Baptism is a way to identify 
with Jesus, to show others that you have 
chosen to be on God’s team and that you 
belong to God.   
 
God began showing us about baptism and 
belonging to Him back in the Old Testament in 
Exodus 14.  It is an exciting story of God’s 
people being pursued by their enemies and 
God rescuing them in a miraculous way!  Read 
it together as a family. 
 
As Moses led the Israelites through the Red Sea 
on foot (not on boats!), he was leading them to 
a new life with God.  They had been slaves in 
Egypt and God was delivering them from that 
life of slavery.  As they walked through the 
water, they were walking into a new life of 
following God and trusting in Him. 
 
John the Baptist understood this new life that 
the Israelites were given.  John the Baptist lived 
at the same time as Jesus, and He began 
preaching to the people that One was coming 
who was from God and who would bring the 
Holy Spirit to all who believed.  John baptized 
people with water as a symbol of their decision 
to begin living a new way and to be cleansed 
from their sin.   
 
Then Jesus came to John to be baptized!   
 
  
 
   

 
John knew that Jesus did not need to be 
baptized - he was God’s Son and did not sin.  
But Jesus wanted to show us a picture of 
God’s plan for us to have a friendship with 
God and to show that we belong to God. 
 
“Say with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord.’  Believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from the dead.  
Then you will be saved.  With your heart you 
believe and are made right with God.  With  
your mouth you say what you believe.  And so 
you are saved.”  Romans 10:9-10 
 
Jesus wants us to show that we are saved by 
sharing with him in being baptized, and telling 
others we are on God’s team.  When He was 
getting ready to go back to heaven to be 
with God, Jesus gave his disciples these 
instructions:  
 
“So you must go and make disciples of all 
nations.  Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.”  Matthew 28:19-20a 
 
When we believe in Jesus, accept His 
forgiveness for our sins, and want to live a life 
of friendship with God, we want to identify 
with Jesus, follow His example and be 
baptized! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belonging to God 

 

 
When we belong to God and are on His team, we live a new way.  Jesus sends his Holy 

Spirit to us to help us and to teach us more about living for Him. 
Cut out the footprints below and together make some of your own footprints.   
Think about ways God is calling you to live for Him and to minister to others.   

Put the footprints where you will see them and ask God to show you how He wants you 
to live a new life for Him each week. 

Forgive 
others  

more easily 
ask God to 
show you a 
kindness 

you can do 
for 

someone 
else 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obey your 
parents  

first time 

Ask 
someone 

how you can 
pray for 

them and  
do it 


