
 
\  

The Secret Place – Offering  
Have you ever heard the word “offering” used 
before? What is an offering?  
Discuss as a family what you think of when you 
hear this word or describe what it means. 
 
Merriam Webster defines “offering” as: 
The act of one who offers; something offered, 
especially a sacrifice ceremonially offered as a 
part of worship 
 
Offering is worship! It’s another way to show 
God how much we love Him.  
 
What are some things that come to mind when 
we think of “offering”? Talk about it together. 
 
Possibly money. It’s normal for us to hear about 
“offering” when we go to church on a Sunday 
because it’s a normal part of church, it’s 
another way to worship God, by offering up 
something of value like money. 
 
But what are some other things we can offer to 
God besides money? 
Some ideas might be our time in the morning; 
our talents and abilities; our futures for God; the 
friends we surround ourselves with; our hearts. 
 
Offering is much more about the heart that 
wants to give than what is actually given. It’s a 
heart of worship and humility. 
 
One story that shows this is The Widow’s 
Offering 
Read Mark 12:41-44 together 

 NOW TRY THIS: 
 
• Gather as much loose change as you can 

find around the house. 
• Give one person two pennies and the rest 

of the money to another person. 
• Now ask both of them to offer two pennies.  
• After they have given their offering, talk 

about who you think the offering meant 
more to? Why? 

• Even though they gave the same amount, 
the person who only had two pennies gave 
all that they had! 

 
God cares more about the condition of our 
hearts when we give than anything else. 
Whatever we place in God’s hands, we are 
saying to God, Lord I trust you and I give this to 
you to use for your Kingdom and glory. 

 
"Each one must give 
as he has decided in 
his heart, not 
reluctantly or 
under compulsion, 
for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
 



 
 

 
 

 
  

CLAY POTS 
Supplies: clay pots or playdoh, paint brushes, 
water, paper towels 
 
Once you’ve sculpted your clay pots and 
they’ve had time to harden, take time to paint 
them! 
 
As you make your clay pots, talk through what 
this process looks like for our hearts with God. 
- Does God hurt our hearts or makes us 

better? (Better!) 
- What do you think God is sculpting us into? 

(a picture of Jesus) 
- Do you trust God to shape your heart? If 

yes, why? If not, why?  
- Is there a specific part of your heart that 

you want Jesus to shape and sculpt today? 
(let each person share about it and end 
with prayer) 

 
God is the best Potter to ever exist. When we 
offer our hearts to God to shape and sculpt, 
He always makes us into something more 
beautiful!  

One of the most special things we can offer to 
God is our hearts. 
Why do you think that is? 
 
Our heart is what is most valuable to God. It’s 
where we have relationship with Him. He wants 
us to invite Him to live in our hearts 
 
When we offer our hearts to God, we tell God 
we trust Him to lead us, to direct our future and 
shape our lives. One way the Bible talks about 
how God does this is by God being like a Potter 
and us being like Clay. 
 
Read Jeremiah 18:1-6 ICB 
“This is the word the Lord spoke to Jeremiah: 
‘Go down to the potter’s house. I will give you 
my message there.’ So I went down to the 
potter’s hose. I saw him working at the potter’s 
wheel. He was making a pot from clay. But 
something went wrong with it. So the potter 
used that clay to make another pot. He used 
his hands to shape the pot the way that he 
wanted it to be. Then the Lord spoke his word 
to me: ‘Family of Israel, can’t I do the same 
thing with you?’ says the Lord. “You are like the 
clay in the potter’s hands.” 

CLAY POTS 
DIY Clay instructions:  
You will need 2 cups of baking soda, 1 cup of 
corn starch, 1 ½ cups of water. 
 
- In a medium pot combine baking soda and 

corn starch and mix well 
- Add in water and stir until there are no dry 

spots 
- Turn on burner to medium-low heat and mix 

until mixture clings together in a ball (it may 
take 5-10 min. of cooking) 

- Turn off burner and remove from heat; turn 
out clay onto a cutting board covered in 
corn starch 

- Knead clay until it is smooth and cool. You 
can add more cornstarch as needed to 
remove sticking 

- Build, sculpt and leave out at room temp. to 
harden and dry 

 



 
 
  

OFFERING TIME!! 
Now that we know that an offering is an act of worship and some different things that we can 
give as an offering, let’s take time to practice! 
 
If you made a clay jar, use the clay jar as your Offering Jar and fill it with different ideas on how 
you can daily offer your heart to God. We have a list of some offerings on the next page to get 
you started. 
 
Each morning, choose one from the jar and offer your heart to God in that way or come up 
with your own! 
 
OFFERING JAR 
Create your own Offering Jar to remind you to practice daily offering your heart to God. If you 
didn’t make a clay jar, here are some other ideas to try: 

- Find or buy a clay plant pot from the store and paint it 
- Use a mason jar. You can still take time to paint and decorate it "#$% 
- Make a paper box. You can find some online templates to print or try an origami paper  

box template 
- Use an old jewelry box 

Think of some of the good things God has given you - whether it’s talents, gifts, or money - 
and find some ways to offer those to God or to the people around you. There are some 
examples to get you started on the next page. 
 
Cut them out and put them in your Offering Jar. 
 



If you’re good at art, draw someone a picture. 

 

If you get an allowance, practice giving an offering of 

money to your church 

 

If you write stories, write a story as a gift for a friend. 

 

If you have a gift of serving, serve a friend or family member 

today. 

 

Give a gift of your time to God during the day. 

 

If you have a disagreement with someone, offer your heart 

to God to share kindness to that person even if it feels hard. 

 

If you have more toys than you need, maybe give a toy 

away to someone who needs one. 

 

If you have food to share, take some food to someone who 

is in need of food! 

 
 


