THE BRONZE LAVER
The Word of God
In the courtyard of the Old Testament tabernacle, the
bronze laver was the place where the priest went to
clean his hands and feet before entering into God’s
presence. Because it was made of bronze, a priest
would see his reflection when he looked into the laver.
Seeing his reflection would help the priest to
remember who God called him to be and his purpose
as a priest to serve in God’s presence.
As the priests God has called us to be, the laver
we use is God’s Word. We look into God’s Word
and we learn more of who God says we are. We
read God’s Word and learn more of Him, and
we want to better reflect who He is to those
around us.
James 1:23-25 For if you listen to the word and
don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a
mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget
what you look like. But if you look carefully into
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do
what it says and don’t forget what you heard,
then God will bless you for doing it.

Mirrors. They show us what we look like
and help us to see ourselves clearly.

Do this activity as a family. Gather some handheld mirrors or gather around a mirror on a
wall in your home. Ask each child to look into
the mirror and describe what he or she sees.
Next, as you look into the mirror with your
child, describe what you see, only instead of
describing what you see on the outside, share
with them what you see on the inside.

You might tell them you see their kindness
toward others, the leader they are becoming
as they help their sibling or a neighbor, the
way they are quick to forgive.
Ask your child if they saw those things you
described when they looked into the mirror.
Kids, do the same with your parents! Have
them look into the mirror and describe
themselves, then you get to tell them what you
see in them!

We don’t always see ourselves
the way God does. Sometimes
things “stick” to us that weren’t
meant to stay with us. It might be
something negative someone
said about us or the feeling we
have about ourselves when we
make a wrong choice.
When we read God’s Word, we
are reminded of who God is and
who God says we are. God’s
Word helps those things not
“stick” to us that don’t go along
with what God says about us.

Wash It Away!
Try this activity together:
You will need a few sheets of paper towels or a few coffee filters and some washable
markers. With the washable markers write on the paper towels or coffee filters some
of those things that “stick” to you that are not from God. Some examples are
unforgiveness, unkindness, complaining, selfishness, feeling guilty, etc. Make it
colorful because sometimes those things get a lot of our attention even though we
don’t want them to.
After you have written your words on the paper towels, place the paper towel in a
shallow bowl or dish. Next, begin to pour water on top of the paper towel or coffee
filter in the dish. What happens to the words that are on the paper towels or coffee
filters?
That’s what God’s Word does in our lives! The truth of God’s Word washes away
those things that are not about who God has created us to be. When you read your
Bible, ask God to show you more of Him and who He says you are!

Draw your reflection in the
mirror below, then hold the
page up to a mirror to see
what God says about
you!
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